LSUHSC July 14, 2026, Staff Senate Minutes 
2pm meeting, Lions Eye Center 632 and Zoom
Senators present included:
School of Allied Health 
Pam Galindo                        
Wilbert Johnson
 
School of Medicine 
 Brandi Donelon
Treva Durr      
Cecilia Estep
Amy Gray
Patricia Oates President    

School of Nursing 
Brian “Nic” Manuel

School of Public Health 
Carl Kluttz
Toya D. Shanklin  

Division of the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs  
Troylyn Billew
Rashantis Gray
Tonika Lockhart Mackie    
Dale Prince
Kresenda Raasch
 Ivy Strong

Divisions of the Vice Chancellor for Administration & Finance + Chancellor Admin  
Kyle Walker Secretary    
Jessica Riche   
  
Registered proxies included:
Angelica Bruno -Pam Galindo is the proxy
Michele Holmes- Wilbur Johnson is the proxy
Michael Boutte- Patty Oates is the proxy
Cody Palazzolo- Kyle Walker is the proxy 
Louie Schneider- Patty Oates is the proxy
Dusty Pigg- Nic Manuel is the proxy

Senator Patty Oates called the Meeting to Order at 2:00pm 

Invited Speakers / Special Presentations 
Senior Vice Chancellor - Dr. David Guzick 
1.We are moving toward attaining the NCI designation in 2029. Recruitment is ongoing. We have the opportunity to improve health outcomes for our state.  We are focused on 1) research: cancer biology; population science and clinical trials; 2) community engagement; 3) cancer prevention and control
2 The LSU System vision is excellence and accessibility 
3. We will update the LSUHSC NO vision to align with LSU system and update school specific goals, strategies and metrics in our strategic plan.

Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs - Tonika Lockhart-Mackie, read Dr. Porche’s report 
1. The National Association of Advisors for Health Professions toured our campus June 25.  Hosted by Assistant Vice Chancellor of Community Engagement and the Marketing and Communications Department.  There were about 40 Attendees
2. On June 12 LSUHSC hosted a Summer Open House with 400 prospective students and family members as well as School of Medicine's Summer Program students.
3. Accreditation visit for PA school scheduled for Sept 10 & 11, 2026
4. Provost and Senior vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs (for LSU System) will start on August 3.   Dr. Joseph P. Messina – He is currently the Dean, at J. Frank Barefield College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Alabama
5. SACSCOC approved LSUHSC-NO as Branch Campus of LSU A&M
6. Suicide Prevention Law (Act 660) requires Suicide Prevention hotline # on the back of all student identification badges, we must talk about suicide prevention at orientations, we must have the information accessible on the website Hotlines.  The number is 988. This goes into effect on August 1, 2026.  This information is also accessible on the CAP website.
7. Pregnancy Information Student Health Centers Law  (Act 259) - Requires posters displayed in each patient admission area, patient waiting room , and patient consultation room.  Posters will be created and distributed by the LA Dept. of Health and hung by LSUHSC facilities when they become available.
8. Dental library is closed until renovations are completed.

Mathieu Dutton, Disability Pride Month
1.  My disabilities are one part of who I am and don’t define me.
2. Everyone experiences the world differently and deserves respect and patience. 

 
Senator Kyle Walker motioned to approve the June 2026 minutes. The motion was seconded by Jessica Riche. 

President's Report  
1.  Council of Staff Advisors meeting: Dr. Dalton and Dr. Rousse asked questions about why online classes aren’t offered to all employees. Research is ongoing. Discussing joint fundraiser for all campuses.
2.  CSRB to CALS walkway opens soon. CALS Perdido entrance closes to repair flooring. 
Committee Reports 
1. Communications –Co-Chair- Kyle Walker 
a. Check the website for agendas, meeting minutes and event information. 
2. Community Engagement and Development- Chair: Patty Oates
a. Troylin Billew and Kresenda Raasch are the School supply donation drive chairs. 
b. Donate July 7-27 at these donation box locations:
i. CALS 2nd Floor Lounge (near 2082 & 2083)
ii. School of Dentistry Cafeteria
iii. Human Development Center Room 406
iv. Lions Eye Center, 2nd Floor Lobby
v. Resource Center Building, 3rd Floor Circulation Desk
vi. Allied Health/Nursing Building, 4th Floor Elevator Lobby
c. Supplies will be distributed August 4 in LE 632. 
d. If you need supplies, complete this online supplies request form.

3. Staff Advocacy and Retention- Chair: Michele Holmes
a. Most Employee perks and discounts on the LSU Baton Rouge website are available for LSUHSC employees.  You can also utilize Christopherson Business Travel for personal travel.
b. Human Resources will ask retirees if they want to share their retirement status and if yes, it will be shared on digital signs 
c. Departments can obtain retirement certificates from the Registrar’s office for $30

New Business -Updates from LSUSHC Committees and Schools
1. Faculty Senate: no update
2. Wellness Committee: 
a. Campus Assistance Program is working on lunch and learn content such as financial aid and mental health. More information to come. 
b. Wellness Center: sauna is operational; men’s shower repairs are ongoing; new class schedules posted on website. 
3. Hunger Free Campus workforce – Cecilia Estep
a. Health Fair August 19th from 1:30-7 pm in Lions room 130.  A meal will be served.  More information is coming via email.
b. Working on campus handbook
c. Will hire a student worker to monitor the campus pantry refrigerators  
4. Schools 
a. Check the Career Page for job openings. 
5. Open discussion:
i. Salary increases:
a. Effective July 1 for unclassified employees and appearing in the July 10th paycheck for bi-weekly employees and July 31 for monthly employees 
b. Effective July 15 for classified employees and appearing in the July 24th 
paycheck
Meeting adjourned at 2:58pm by President Patty Oates. 
